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January 6, 2021— St. Paul, MN—Minnesota Museum of American Art (the M), in partnership with The African 

American Interpretive Center of Minnesota (AAICM), is proud to present Outer Experiences: Black Life in 

Rural and Suburban Minnesota on display in the M’s window galleries on Robert and 4th Streets, opening 

Thursday, February 25, 2021. 

 

The exhibition, curated by AAICM Executive Director JoJo Bell, explores the experience of being Black 

outside of the Twin Cities. Drawing from AAICM’s archives and oral history project, it features photographs by 

Chris McDuffie alongside excerpts from interviews with Black Minnesotans who had formative experiences in 

rural or suburban parts of the state. Outer Experiences amplifies the voices of Black Minnesotans and the 

underrepresented histories that connect them to their homes. The photographs and interviews explore the 



narrators’ family histories, their lives in small-town Minnesota, and their experiences of living on the margins 

of Black and white society.  

 

The AAICM’s oral history project was made possible by a grant from the Minnesota Historical Society. 
Outer Experiences: Black Life in Rural and Suburban Minnesota is generously supported by Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Minnesota.  
 

Exhibition:  Outer Experiences: Black Life in Rural and Suburban Minnesota 

Dates:   February 25—June 20, 2021 

Location:  Exterior windows of the M, 4th and Robert Streets 

 

Theme:  Double Consciousness 

The exhibition explores historian and sociologist W.E.B DuBois’s important theory of double consciousness 

through each narrator’s tale of acceptance and exclusion outside of the cities. DuBois’s describes double 

consciousness in these terms: “One ever feels his two-ness, an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, 

two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from 

being torn asunder.”  

 

Guest Curator:  Jokeda “JoJo” Bell 

Jokeda “JoJo” Bell is the Executive Director and the Director of Exhibitions and Programming for the African 

American Interpretive Center of Minnesota (AAICM). Her roles within the organization have led to 

collaborative programming with state historical institutions like the Minnesota Historical Society. She 

appeared as an expert in the Society’s 2017 documentary Storied: African Americans in WWI. In 2019, JoJo 

curated The Builders exhibit for AAICM. The Star Tribune named the exhibit one of the top ten of the year. 

Currently, JoJo is writing a book scheduled to be published by the Minnesota Historical Society Press in 2022. 

 

Photography:  Chris McDuffie 

The exhibition features photographs by Chris McDuffie. McDuffie was born and raised in St. Paul and is the 

founder and visionary behind Chris McDuffie Photography, at chrismcduffie.photography. McDuffie became 

interested in photography while studying Business and Marketing Education at the University of Minnesota, 

which ultimately led his entrepreneurial spirit to start his own photography business shortly after graduation. 

 

RELATED PROGRAMS 

Exhibition Kick-Off for Outer Experiences: Black Life in Rural and Suburban Minnesota   
Thursday, February 25  
2:00–3:00 p.m. CST 

Zoom and Facebook Live 

  
Celebrate the opening of the exhibition Outer Experiences: Black Life in Rural and Suburban Minnesota with 
curator JoJo Bell, Executive Director of the African American Interpretative Center of Minnesota and special 
guest, hip-hop artist Nur-D.   
 

  



Conversation: Belonging   
Thursday, March 25   
2:00–3:30 p.m. CST 

Zoom and Facebook Live 

  
Join participants of AAICM Outer Experiences oral history project for a dynamic conversation around the 
theme of belonging. Outer Experiences features a collection of interviews and photographs of Black 
Minnesotans, and it showcases their experiences of living on the margins of Black and white society in rural 
and suburban communities of the state.   
  
Outer Experiences Art Kit Pick-Up   
Sunday, May 16  
1:00–3:00 p.m.  CST 

  
Stop by the M’s entrance at 350 Robert Street in downtown St. Paul to pick up a free all-ages art kit, which 
includes art supplies and activities for you to engage with the exhibition Outer Experiences: Black Life in Rural 
and Suburban Minnesota from the comfort of your home.   
 

About the African American Interpretive Center of Minnesota (AAICM) 

aaicmn.org 

The AAICM is dedicated to sharing Black Minnesota history through exhibitions and events. Our work is 

centered on the stories, identity, and culture of a community that has been underrepresented in the history of 

our state. Through research, and an examination of historical events related to Minnesota’s Black population, 

we hope to explore the meaning of being Black in the North Star state. 

 

About the Minnesota Museum of American Art 

mmaa.org 

Minnesota Museum of American Art is one of the oldest visual arts organizations in Minnesota, with roots 

stretching back to the 19th century. Based in St. Paul, the M’s work is guided by the belief that art should 

reflect and explore the complexity of the American experience. The M opened its new museum facility in the 

Historic Pioneer Endicott in December 2018. 

 

* Out of care and concern for our staff and community, the M is currently closed due to COVID-19. 

 



 
 

Hi-res digital images available upon request: abenrud@mmaa.org
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Guest curator JoJo Bell 
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