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Listen to the Outer Experiences oral history interviews:

The African American Interpretive Center of Minnesota 
(AAICM) and the Minnesota Museum of American Art (the M) 
are proud to present Outer Experiences: Black Life in Rural 
and Suburban Minnesota, on view at the M from February 25 
through June 20, 2021. 

Curated by AAICM Executive Director JoJo Bell, the 
exhibition explores the lives of Black Minnesotans beyond 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis. Drawing from AAICM’s archives 
and oral history project, Outer Experiences features 
photographs by Chris McDuffie alongside excerpts from 
interviews with Black Minnesotans who had formative 
experiences in rural or suburban parts of the state. These 
important stories and histories from Minnesota are not 
often shared. 

To learn more about the exhibition, visit mmaa.org/outer-
experiences. The M is located at 350 Robert Street North, 
Saint Paul, Minnesota  55101.

Coloring Book Illustration by Leeya Rose Jackson. 
Visit leeyamakesnoise.com to see more of her work. 





Anna Arnold 
Hedgeman

Anna Arnold Hedgeman, who grew up 
in Anoka in the early 1900s, 

was the first Black graduate from 
Hamline University in Saint Paul.  

She helped plan the March on 
Washington—one of the most 

important civil rights marches of 
the 20th century. 

She was the only woman on the 
planning committee. 





GEORGE BONGA

George Bonga was a fur trader, 
voyageur—a person who helps transport 

people and goods from trading posts, 
like fur posts—a business man, and a 
translator for the U.S. government. 

He was born near Duluth around 1802 
and lived in the Leech Lake area. 

George’s mother was Ojibwe.





ETHEL RAY NANCE

Ethel Ray Nance was the 
first Black policewoman in 
Minneapolis, a civil rights 

activist, and she worked as a 
stenographer—a person who is 

trained in note-taking. 

She was the first Black
stenographer for the Minnesota 

Legislature in 1923. 

Ethel was from Duluth. 





-Niki botzet
Alexandria. MN

“There’s a very small 
percentage of people of color 
in Alexandria so that was one 

side of the experience.

And then on the other side of 
it, I got to kind of see more into 

what it was like…embracing 
Blackness and kind of 

celebrating my culture a little 
more moving on in college.”





-Aggie ofori-amanfo
Woodbury, MN

“Our neighbors… we weren’t 
very close so we never got to the 
discussion of talking about our 

cultures, but we did through food. 

And so I think that’s where they 
learned about us the most, and 

that’s where the topic of discussion 
of you know, our Ghanaian culture 

came up and we were able to kind of 
give them a little bit more insight on 

that through our food.”





-Don Colbert
Maplewood. MN

“I think all the homes were 
owned by Blacks in the cul-
de-sac. Give you an idea, we 
used to go to the Parks and 

Recreation every Fourth 
of July… and we’d all bring 

our good food and have a 
smorgasbord, what we used to 

call it in those days. 

A big old picnic, a Fourth of 
July picnic.”





-Cheniqua Johnson

worthington,  MN

“My godfather was my 
father’s best friend, and 

he was the president of the 
UFCW which is the local 

union here. 

The two of them, as well 
as several other Black 

workers at the plant, did a 
lot of advocacy for all the 

workers’ wages, equal pay, 
workers’ rights…”





-Alex West steinman
Maple grove. MN

“I’m a total 
Black nerd…

there’s a whole 
Black nerd 
culture...”





-Temeka Wirkkala
red wing,  MN

“So, my mother is from 
Virginia, Minnesota, the 

Iron Range up north, which 
was a small community. 

She grew up on a farm with 
four other siblings, that 

made them a total of five.”




