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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Hazel Belvo Exhibition Examines
70 years Love and Work

Opening in the Nancy and John Lindahl Gallery at the M on November 4, 2023

St. Paul, MN—September 20, 2023 —The Minnesota Museum of American Art
(the M) is pleased to announce the upcoming exhibition Hazel Belvo: For Love,
opening Saturday, November 4, 2023.

Belvo is a significant American artist, art educator, and feminist leader. From
delicate drawings to monumental paintings, Belvo’s work honors intimate moments
of love and connection, as well as nature and spirituality. Born in Ohio, Belvo
worked in New York and on the east coast before coming to Minnesota, where she
has now lived, taught, worked, and loved for many years.

This retrospective celebrates love and as an underlying force in Belvo’s artistic
career of more than seventy years. By examining her work, audiences gain insight

into the broader struggles of women artists as they build careers while caring for
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others; working for others, and endeavoring to make change in the world. For Love explores Belvo’s lifelong
work and dedication as an artist through a focus on her deep relationships, her strong sense of place, and her
feminist worldview. Belvo’s artwork thrives because it is inextricably tied to her extraordinary, multidimensional
life. “Drawing and painting, making art, have never been a choice. They are integral to my life,” shared Belvo.

"Belvo’s artistic journey of integrating competing priorities through her art, and bringing her whole, multifaceted
self to each artistic endeavor is an inspiration,” said exhibition M Curator of Exhibitions Dr. Laura Joseph.
“While she is a singular and distinctive force, the foundation of her worldview is a feminist one that honors and
acknowledges our mutual reliance and need for mutual support. As she approaches ninety, the M is proud to
bring the beauty and wisdom expressed in her work to existing and new audiences."

Exhibition co-curator Dakota Hoska reflected, "Belvo's use of color and form wowed me from our earliest
meeting, but even more inspirational for me was her confidence in her sense of purpose as an artist and the
courage she exhibited in pursuing her art despite the expectations and restrictions common to women pursuing
an art career. She is truly an inspirational force, still working at almost 90!"

This exhibition brings together beautiful artwork from across the artist’s long career—from early abstractions
made while living in New York in the 1960s to intimate sketches she drew of her son Briand the morning he was
born. Belvo’s important Love Drawings, made while her son Joe struggled with a tragic iliness, are a
centerpiece. “The Love Drawings and the book about them are my life’s contribution to humanity,” Belvo has
written.

This series of exquisite artworks, representing couples in positions of intimacy, tenderness, and reciprocity,
began in 1967 as a counter to the dry and shame-inducing sex education her son was receiving in school and
continued until 1982. The Love Drawings are about so much more than intimacy and pleasure, although these
are important themes. They are exquisite representations of loving connections, tenderness, and reciprocity—a
call for love and respect instead of war and violence, dignity and joy instead of shame and insensitivity. Too few
people know about these important and forward-thinking feminist works.

In conjunction with For Love, the M is producing an artist portfolio of the Love Drawings series, along with an
illustrated catalogue about the drawings with contributions from the artist, theater and performance critic
Jennifer Cayer, and M Curator of Exhibitions Laura Joseph.

Hazel Belvo: For Love will be on view at the M from November 4, 2023 through May 24, 2024. The exhibition
will be accompanied by an opening event and subsequent public program. The exhibition was co-curated by
Dakota Hoska (Ogléala Lakhota), Associate Curator of Native Arts at the Denver Art Museum, and Dr. Laura
Joseph, Curator of Exhibitions at the M, with support from Kylie Linh Hoang, the M’s Assistant Curator.

ABOUT HAZEL BELVO

Hazel Belvo has been an exhibiting painter for more than sixty years and has works in many private, public, and
museum collections including the Steinway Collection, New York, the Bezalel Museum, Israel, the Minneapolis



Institute of Art, the Weisman Art Museum, and the Minnesota Museum of American Art. She grew up in
Southern Ohio, where she was always drawing.

Her bachelor and master's degrees are from the University of Minnesota. After art school, she went to the New
School for Social Research and was then a fellow at the Bunting Institute at Harvard for two years. She was a
founding member of the Women’s Art Registry of Minnesota, an important feminist art collective, from 1976 to
1986.

She taught at Quaker Schools and Rhode Island School of Design in Rhode Island, and had a studio practice in
Provincetown, Massachusetts. She was a teacher and chair of fine arts at St. Paul Academy and Summit
School, where she designed and developed the fine art program. In 1989, she became professor and chair of
the Division of Fine Arts at the Minneapolis College of Art and Design, where she is now Professor Emerita. She
shares her life and studios in Minneapolis and Grand Marais with artist and philosopher Marcia Casey
Cushmore and teaches at the Grand Marais Art Colony. They share a rich life and have traveled widely with their
studio in a backpack painting and exploring the world.

She is known for her fifty year exploration of a single tree, Manidoo-giizhikens-the 400-year-old cedar, known
as the Spirit Tree—which stands on the Grand Portage Ojibwe Reservation on the shore of Lake Superior. Her
most recent body of work, Spirit Tree: Honey Locust is a series of eighteen large-scale paintings, a forest,
inspired by Overstory, a book by Richard Powers and is a tribute to a Honey Locust tree that was behind the
Metropolitan Museum in New York City and cut down to build an extension to the museum. A selection of these
paintings are included in Hazel Belvo: For Love.

Recently, Hazel Belvo: A Matriarch of Art, a monograph about her life and work, was written by Julie L'Enfant
and published by Afton Press.

OPENING DAY

Join us on Saturday, November 4, 2023, for a special opportunity to meet Hazel Belvo from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. At 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m., tour the exhibition with Belvo and the exhibition’s co-curators Dakota Hoska
and Laura Joseph. Jazz guitarist Briand Morrison will perform from 2:00-4:00 p.m.

ACCESS INFORMATION

The Metro Green Line stops just a block from the M’s front door (Central Station). Several bus lines also stop
close by; visit metrotransit.org to plan your trip. If you are using public transit, a transportation service, or parking
at a paid meter near the M, go to the M’s main entrance at 350 Robert Street N entrance to access the museum.

The M does not have a designated parking lot. If you park in a ramp, the Jackson Street Ramp at 345 Jackson
Street is closest. Ramp includes van accessible spaces and elevators on each floor which can be accessed via a
curb cut to the sidewalk and manual door. Guests should be aware of a steep incline within the ramp. From the
parking ramp, take the elevator to skyway level 3A. Once you have entered the skyway on 3A, additional signage
will direct you to the M.


http://www.metrotransit.org/

Parking is available in the following locations:

e Paid meter parking on the streets surrounding the museum

e Jackson Street Ramp — enter off Jackson Street north of 4th Street

e Lowertown Parking Ramp — enter off Jackson Street, between 4th Street and Kellogg Blvd
First National Bank Ramp — enter on 5th Street near Minnesota Street

Union Depot — enter off Kellogg Boulevard near Wacouta Street
Kellogg Square — enter off Kellogg Blvd near Robert Street

Cray Plaza - enter off 5th Street past Jackson Street

For more guidance about how to get to the M, check out this video.
To make arrangements or for further help please call the M at (651) 797-2571 or email info@mmaa.org.

The M
Minnesota Museum of American Art - mmaa.org
350 Robert Street North « St. Paul, MN 55101

Minnesota Museum of American Art (the M), based in St. Paul, has evolved and adapted over the course of its
history dating back to the 19th century. Recognizing that art is a tool for facilitating understanding across
difference, the M is dedicated to amplifying the power of art and artists who represent diverse perspectives,
identities, and lived experiences.

#Hit#
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA1r_cA0rmc&t=120s

