
‭FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE‬

‭PRESS PREVIEW:‬‭Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 10:00‬‭a.m. RSVP to Ann Benrud, abenrud@mmaa.org‬

‭THE M ANNOUNCES OPENING OF THE LONG-AWAITED‬

‭NEW WING, TRIPLING GALLERY SPACE‬

‭IN THE HISTORIC PIONEER ENDICOTT BUILDING‬

‭The New Wing will Showcase‬‭Here, Now: Selections from‬‭the M’s Collection‬

‭St. Paul, MN‬‭—September 27, 2024—The M (Minnesota Museum‬‭of American Art) is thrilled to‬

‭announce the grand opening of its New Wing, the expanded facilities in the historic Pioneer‬

‭Endicott building in downtown St. Paul. The new galleries, which more than triple the museum’s‬

‭previous exhibition space, will open with‬‭HERE, NOW:‬‭Selections from the M’s Collection‬‭,‬

‭allowing for a much anticipated, comprehensive showcase of the M’s renowned permanent‬

‭collection of American art.‬

‭With roots dating back to the 1880s, The M has long been unique among museums in this‬

‭region for contextualizing local artistic achievement within a national landscape. As we critically‬

‭examine who has been included in these achievements and why, the questions surrounding‬

‭American identities become more nuanced and richer in complexity.‬

‭The museum’s permanent collection boasts a diverse range of works by iconic American artists,‬

‭including George Morrison, Paul Manship, Joan Mitchell, and notable local talents such as Leslie‬

‭Barlow, Jim Denomie, and Xavier Tavera. The New Wing will provide visitors with the‬

‭opportunity to explore the rich tapestry of American art history through a new lens, highlighting‬

‭a variety of mediums and styles.‬

‭“We are incredibly excited to share this new chapter in the history of the Minnesota Museum of‬

‭American Art,” said Executive Director Dr. Kate Beane. “The expanded space allows us to better‬

‭serve community, bring new life and energy to downtown Imnizaska (St. Paul), and showcase‬

‭the incredible works of American artists in our collection. We invite everyone to join us for the‬

‭Open House to experience the beauty and richness of the M’s collection, the stories and the‬



‭storytellers who created these works, and the gloriously restored Cass Gilbert-designed stained‬

‭glass arcade.”‬

‭Board Chair Ann Ruhr Pifer shares Beane’s enthusiasm and adds, “We are so grateful to the‬

‭many individuals and foundations who have generously supported the M over the years to‬

‭complete the capital campaign, resulting in this extraordinary, beautiful New Wing. We look‬

‭forward to sharing it with many visitors in the years to come.”‬

‭CASS GILBERT STAINED GLASS ARCADE CEILING RESTORED BY STONEHOUSE STAINED GLASS‬

‭The original 1889 Cass Gilbert-designed stained-glass arcade ceiling in the Endicott Building, the‬

‭focal point of the M’s New Wing, is made up of 420 windows. Each window has 100 individual‬

‭pieces of glass in it and required roughly 15 hours of labor to clean, restore, and rebuild. This‬

‭amounts to 6,300 hours of labor to revive this iconic arched ceiling in the historic Endicott‬

‭Arcade, completed by Marty Stone and his team at‬‭Stonehouse‬‭Stained Glass‬‭in Avon, MN,‬

‭throughout 2023 and 2024.‬

‭ARCHITECTS: VJAA‬

‭VJAA‬‭, located in Minneapolis, is a collaborative design‬‭studio with a commitment to design‬

‭excellence and produces architecture that engages social, cultural, and environmental issues in a‬

‭knowing and creative way. As St. Paul’s only art museum and the only museum in Minnesota‬

‭focused on regional art, the New Wing at the M provides an exciting opportunity to add vitality‬

‭to the city’s streets. Located in the Pioneer Endicott, the first commercial building in Minnesota‬

‭to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the central challenge of the project was‬

‭to create a strong new identity for a 21st Century museum within the beautiful 19th Century‬

‭historic context of downtown St. Paul. The New Wing of the M will support museum‬

‭programming and provide vital and adaptive social activities that support the museum’s mission‬

‭to expand the arts programming into the larger community.‬

‭UPCOMING EVENTS‬

‭FUN DAY AT THE M:‬‭SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2024‬

‭TOGETHER PROGRAM‬



‭1:00–3:00 p.m.‬

‭Enjoy a celebration of‬‭Together‬‭with activities for‬‭all ages including art conversation prompts, an art‬

‭activity station for making mini canvases, and an opportunity to write notes to the artists!‬

‭HILO DE LA SANGRE PROGRAM‬

‭1:00 p.m.‬

‭Mark your calendars for a conversation with‬‭Hilo de‬‭la Sangre‬‭exhibition artists, moderated by Karen‬

‭Mary Davalos.‬

‭OPEN HOUSE:‬‭SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2024‬

‭WHAT TO EXPECT‬

‭Museum hours:‬‭10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.‬

‭Guided tours‬‭of the New Wing featuring‬‭Here, Now:‬‭Selections from the M’s Collection.‬

‭Meet-and-greet‬‭featured artists and partners, curators,‬‭staff, volunteers, and board‬

‭members.‬

‭Refreshments and light snacks‬‭to enjoy throughout‬‭the day.‬

‭https://mailchi.mp/mmaa.org/openhouse2024‬

‭Experience the magic of the M's collection in one of St. Paul's architectural gems at the‬

‭M’s Open House. The stunning New Wing completes the museum’s expansion, tripling‬

‭the gallery space and offering countless new opportunities to observe, learn, and enjoy‬

‭the M’s significant permanent collection.‬

‭Here, Now‬‭is the first major exhibition of permanent‬‭collection works on view in the M’s‬

‭New Wing. This exhibition brings together 150 artworks across media—paintings, works‬

‭on paper, sculptures, ceramics, and textiles—from historically significant and notable new‬

‭artists alike.‬

‭Don’t miss this opportunity to be among the first to experience the new and expanded‬

‭M!‬

‭Above: George Morrison,‬‭Untitled‬‭(‬‭Lake Superior Landscape‬‭),‬‭1986‬

‭EXHIBITIONS‬



‭HERE, NOW‬
‭Date: October 17, 2024–May 2027,‬‭with regular rotating‬‭exhibition updates‬
‭The M, The New Wing‬

‭The first major exhibition of permanent collection works in the M’s New Wing, this exhibition will bring‬

‭together 150 artworks across media—paintings, works on paper, sculptures, ceramics, textiles, and‬

‭jewelry—from historically significant and notable new artists alike.‬‭Here, Now‬‭considers kinship systems‬

‭and interconnections between artists including‬‭George‬‭Morrison‬‭(Grand Portage, Ojibwe) and‬‭Louise‬

‭Nevelson‬‭, Grant Wood and‬‭Elizabeth Catlett‬‭,‬‭Warren‬‭MacKenzie‬‭and‬‭Joan Mitchell‬‭.‬

‭Guest curator Bob Cozzolino with Assistant Curator Kylie Linhn Hoang curated this ambitious exhibition‬

‭with support from Interim Curator and Director of Exhibitions Ben Gessner and former Curator and‬

‭Director of Exhibitions Laura Joseph.‬

‭Above: Patrick Desjarlait,‬‭Red Lake Fishermen‬‭, 1946,‬‭watercolor on paper‬

‭HILO DE LA SANGRE (THREAD OF THE BLOOD)‬
‭July 11, 2024—January 15, 2025‬
‭Nancy and John Lindahl Gallery‬

‭This exhibition, curated by Xavier Tavera and Dougie Padilla of Grupo Soap del Corazón, brings together‬

‭fifteen Latine visual artists from across the diaspora to consider the significance of blood as a material‬

‭foundation of life, a carrier of complex lineages, a signal of violence and death, and a cultural and‬

‭spiritual symbol of sacrifice and atonement. Despite its potency, its concealed fluidity in our bodies‬

‭helps us disregard its significance.‬

‭Join moderator Karen Mary Davalos for a panel discussion with Hilo de la Sangre artists on Sunday,‬

‭October 13, 2024 from 1:00–2:00 p.m.‬

‭FEATURED ARTISTS:‬

‭Betty Árbol, Nancy Ariza, Ricardo Bennett-Guzmán, Carlos Castro Arias, Luis Fitch, Julia Garcia, Martin‬

‭Gonzales, Rigoberto A. González, Roberto Lopez-Rios, Emily Luna, Dougie Padilla, Marcela Rodríguez‬

‭Aguilar, Alonso Sierralta, Maria Cristina (Tina) Tavera, Xavier Tavera.‬

‭Above: Dougie Padilla,‬‭the antler men‬‭(for donald‬‭gabino padilla)‬‭,‬‭2024‬



‭TOGETHER‬

‭March 28–October 27, 2024‬

‭Securian Financial Studio in the Josephine Adele Ford Center for Creativity‬

‭Together‬‭is a mixed media art exhibition featuring‬‭artwork from ten Minnesota artist families of diverse‬

‭ages and family structures who have created individual and communal work for the exhibition. Artists‬

‭Emmett and Kit Ramstad conceived this project to elevate children’s artwork and provide a space for‬

‭parent artists to support each other as they fulfill the roles of parents and artists while raising a new‬

‭generation of makers.‬‭Together‬‭uplifts mixed generational‬‭creativity by showcasing artists who have‬

‭contributed hugely to Minnesota’s artistic community and their children who are integral influences to‬

‭their practice.‬

‭On October 13, 2024 from 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m., celebrate‬‭Together‬‭with art activities for all ages‬

‭including art conversation prompts, an art activity station for making artwork on mini canvases, and an‬

‭opportunity to write notes to the artists.‬

‭PARTICIPATING ARTISTS:‬

‭Sayge Carroll, Morgan Laramy; Preston Drum, Elvis and Leroy Drum; Isa Gagarin, Rae Gordon; Pao Her,‬

‭Vince and Kailee Yang; Amanda Lovelee, Walden Waites; Avigail Manneberg, Kaiah and Micah‬

‭Manneberg-Tompkins; Emmett Ramstad, Kit Aizura Ramstad; Anna Marie Shogren, Wally‬

‭Glenn-Shogren; Aki Shibata, Atom Shibata Pliner and Yukiko Shibata Colburn; Jonathan Thunder,  Mino‬

‭Hart Thunder‬

‭For more information about the Minnesota Museum of American Art, the Open House, the New‬

‭Wing, or current exhibitions, please contact Ann Benrud at‬‭abenrud@mmaa.org‬‭or visit the website at‬

‭mmaa.org.‬

‭For information on hours, directions, and accessibility, click here.‬

‭###‬


