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The M presents groundbreaking exhibition

The Smell of Earth: Seitu K. Jones Working in the Elements
October 22, 2026-July 25, 2027

St. Paul, July 21, 2026—Opening this autumn, The Smell of Earth: Seitu K. Jones Working in the
Elements celebrates the 40-year-and-counting career of St. Paul-based artist Seitu K. Jones.
Seitu—who prefers being referred to by his first name—does more than just create art; he is a
master gardener, a local historian, and an advocate for fair access to healthy food. He often
describes his work as “tending the soil of community.” For Seitu, being an artist means helping
his neighbors, supporting fellow artists, and making sure the history of Black artists in Minnesota
is never forgotten.

Seitu believes that art should bring people together.

Many people know Seitu for his 40+ large public-art projects around the Twin Cities and the
nation, or his Community Meals—huge outdoor dinners designed to get neighbors talking. This
exhibition, however, looks at his lesser-known studio work, bringing together past and present
artwork that focuses on his favorite subject: the land and the many ways it inspires us to create.

This exhibition digs deep.
In his first major solo museum exhibition, you will see 40 artworks in various mediums, most by
or collected by Seitu K. Jones, including:

e Personal art: Drawings, paintings, and sculptures that honor Black culture and family
history.

e Archival objects: A selection of personal items and records that document his life as a
Black artist in the Midwest.

e Various media: Works created using charcoal, clay, and paint that show his deep
connection to the land.



A shared vision for a milestone exhibition.

True to his community-focused style, Seitu didn’t pull this show together alone; he worked
closely with curators Ego Ahaiwe Sowinski and Alexandra Nicome to select the pieces for this
milestone exhibition. The curators focused on how the artist uses raw materials inspired by the
earth to tell stories about his body, his family, and his ancestors. In their words, the artist finds
everything he needs to create just by looking at the ground beneath his feet.

Opening reception: October 29, 6-8 pm
Accompanying catalogue: To be published in February 2027.

About the artist

Artist and advocate Seitu K. Jones has been “tending the soil of community” through art for more
than 40 years. Throughout his career, he has harnessed the tools of visual art, infrastructure, and
civic engagement to create work that links history to the present and honors the community’s
assets—from its historic figures to natural resources to cultural traditions.

Seitu pushes beyond traditional art spaces to reach people in the context of their lives and
communities. His large-scale sculptural installation of Turnip Greens was dedicated in 2019 in the
Nashville Farmers Market, inspired by the city’s bounty of food and Black culture. First enacted
in St. Paul in 2014, A Community Meal convened 2,000 people over dinner at a table a half-mile
long. His site-specific art installations for the Twin Cities Light Rail Transit system blend visual
beauty with local history. In 2013, the artist co-founded Frogtown Farm, a five-acre urban farm
in a St. Paul city park created with and for local residents. This June, a new statue by Seitu of
William Godette, the city's first African American firefighter, and his brother Alfred, who died in
the line of duty, recognized two men whose legacy had been largely invisible for generations.

Seitu K. Jones is a recently retired faculty member of Goddard College in Washington state. He
holds a BS degree in Landscape Design and a Master of Legal Studies in Environmental History
from the University of Minnesota. He has been a Senior Fellow in Agricultural Systems in the
College of Food, Agriculture, and Natural Science Resources at the University of Minnesota and
is a member of the board of managers for the Capitol Region Watershed District. He resides in
St. Paul, Minn., with his partner, the poet Soyini Guyton.

About the Minnesota Museum of American Art

Minnesota Museum of American Art (“the M”), based in downtown St. Paul, has evolved and
adapted over the course of its history dating back to the 19th century. Recognizing that art is a
tool for facilitating understanding across difference, the M is dedicated to amplifying the power
of art and artists who represent diverse perspectives, identities, and lived experiences. Free
admission. Everyone is welcome, always. Open Thursday-Sunday, 10 am-5 pm.
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Featured artwork

Seitu Ken Jones

Libaton Bowl, 1974

Clay
51/2"1x33/4"wx23/4"h
Courtesy of the artist
Photography: Tj Turner

Seitu Ken Jones

Untitled (man standing in a field with a hoe), 2013
Graphite on paper

507/8"hx901/8"w

Courtesy of the artist

Photography: Tj Turner

Seitu Ken Jones

At Peace, 2023
Charcoal on paper
721/4"hx1111/4"w
Courtesy of the artist
Photography: Tj Turner



Seitu Ken Jones

Twins, 1986

Paint on wood
96"hx48"wx15/8"d
Courtesy of the artist
Photography: Tj Turner

Seitu Ken Jones

Roots (Self Portrait), 2020
Oil stick on raw canvas
54 1/2"x37"w
Courtesy of the artist
Photography: Tj Turner

Seitu Ken Jones

@ Untitled (partial line drawing of man in overalls), undated
',j Graphite
p F 855/8"hx433/4"w
B \x,\ Courtesy of the artist
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Photography: Tj Turner



Portraits of the artist, Seitu K. Jones
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